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Ida B, Wells (1862-1931) was born a slave in Holly Springs, Mississippi, She was an
anti-lynching crusader, women's rights activist, civil rights pioneer and one of the
founders of the NAACP, She traveled extensively across the United States and
Europe speaking out against the injustices and extreme violence perpetuated
against African Americans in the deep South.

Ida From Abroad
After the office 01 the Memphis Free Speech nevlSPape! was

destroyed and a price put on her head, Ida 8, Wells became an
eXile trom Memphis, lemessee UI 1892. She went to New York

City wflere she wrote and started speaking to targe groups of

people about the brutal reahties of ~flIching. She subsequently

spent several weeks In the United Kingdom during 1893 speak-

ing about these reallbes.

In 1894, Ida 8. Wens returned to England where she continued

to speak about the 1a\'o1essness III the United States, Her ooIumn,

'Ida B. Wells Abroad: fO! The Daily Inter Ocean newspaper and

some personal correspondence provides a vivld picture of the

challenges, triumphs, alliances and obstacles that Ida 8 Wells en·
countered in her efforts to elicit support from the 8ntish to impact

change in the Untted States

Ida In Her Own Words
,\Irican lunericans were deliberately and syslematlca!~ elilmnmed hom pan.opaiing In the
prepa'alian and exhlll,tion of tile Coiumbian Exposition IWO/ld's Fair) of 1803. TIIS event.
wniell look place in Chicago, illinois dlew lens of thousands 01 viSitors from acoss file
coumry and \VOIId to stowcase tile rnnova;,ons and progress of the Unrted Slates The
facllhat an entire gloup 01 people who Ik1d been nee Citizens lor almost thirty years, and
who had made IInoonanl contnDutions to !he de'leiopmelrt 01 the nation ',',el e not g"i€11

reple~ntat:()n at such a Sig'1if,cant rnternat!onal forum plovoked a protest

A small (IIOlJP of Imll people contl'buled to a pamphlet entJtled The Reason Why tile
Colored AmellCiJIl IS nol m the Worlds Co/um/fian [looMIOIl Thousands 01 pampr,!ets
WOIC dlstnuuled to infolm people who iltlended Hie 'all ham all over me \'10110 abou the
injUstice Unl eXISted 1/1 the Uilited Sldtes Glass Lefpi,lrlliO!1, atlnbuted to Ida 8 Weits,
and Lyncil Law, wrillen by Ida B Welis, were n'lo sections included ,n the pamphlet The
pieces give a glimpse for loday's reacers iO understand tile cruelty and Ilypocnsy of the
country AI ulat I!lne. The generahon of Afncan Arnencans who had hopes thallhe end
of slavery would be the end at ther! Injustice eloquenlly documented 110,'; Il10se nooes
/lad not come to pass
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